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Public  Health  Department, 
2 Coquet  Street, 

Telephone  832649.  Hebburn. 


PREFACE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Hebburn 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting'  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  in 
the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1965. 

The  health  statistics  are  set  out  in  detail  in  the  body  of  the  report; 
there  are,  however,  certain  features  on  which  I would  like  to  comment. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  show  no  significant  changes  compared 
with  the  year  1964.  The  population  of  the  Urban  District  fell  slightly  by 
40  to  25,070;  this  was  well  below  the  natural  increase,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  291. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a decrease  to  20.9  compared  with  21.3  in 
1964;  the  standardised  birth  rate  (i.e.  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribu- 
tion of  the  population)  was  19.4  which  was  above  the  figure  of  18.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  fell  to  22.9  compared  with  the  national 
figure  of  19.0  ; the  causes  are  given  on  page  11. 

The  death  rate  of  9.3  showed  a decrease  compared  with  10.6  for  the 
previous  year.  The  standardised  death  rate  of  12.2  exceeds  that  for 
England  and  Wales  which  is  11.5.  Heart  disease  and  cancer  continue  to 
be  the  most  important  causes  of  death  and  are  responsible  for  nearly 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  mortality.  The  commonest  cause  of  death  was 
Coronary  Thrombosis.  Heart  Diseases  accounted  for  40  male  and  32 
female  deaths.  Cancers  were  next  with  38  male  and  21  female  deaths. 

This  year  there  were  only  four  more  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the 
Lungs.  This  I am  certain,  is  in  part  due  to  the  fact  that  over  one  third 
of  Hebburn  is  now  a smoke  controlled  area,  and  I look  forward  to  an 
even  better  result  in  the  future  when  the  whole  area  has  clean  air.  Even 
better  results  would  obtain  if  people  smoked  less  cigarettes. 

Mr.  J.  Gray  left  on  transfer  to  Seaton  Valley  in  August  ; this  was 
the  only  change  in  staff  during  the  year. 

As  this  is  my  third  Annual  Report  since  I was  appointed  in  July, 
1963,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  the  Councillors  and 
also  the  members  of  the  Council  staff  who  have  made  my  start  in  my  new 
environment  so  much  easier  by  their  help  and  co-operation. 


HUBERT  C.  WEIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  of  the  Area. 


A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (excluding-  tidal  waters) — 1,563. 
Estimated  resident  population — 25,070. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 8,250. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 4,216. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year — 101. 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  the  year — Nil. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965 — £1,014,639. 
Estimated  Penny  Rate  Product,  1965/66 — £3,754. 


B.  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 

1.  Description  o!  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  of  Hebburn  is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape.  Its 
West  and  North  boundaries  are  formed  by  the  bend  of  the  River  Tyne. 
In  the  East,  Hebburn  and  J arrow  have  a common  boundary  running 
approximately  north  and  south  from  the  river.  The  Southern  limit  of 
the  Urban  District  is  contiguous  with  Boldon  Urban  District,  the  eastern 
half  of  which  follows  the  line  of  the  Newcastle-Sunderland  main  line 
Railway. 

The  Newcastle-South  Shields  Railway  runs  through  the  District 
parallel  to  the  course  of  the  River  Tyne  enclosing  the  Shipbuilding  and 
repair  yards,  a large  Electric  Gear  and  other  works.  Other  Industries 
in  the  area  include  Engineering,  Chemical,  and  Paint  Works.  There  is 
a large  Coke  Works  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  Urban  District. 

(b)  Employment. 

Mr.  J.  Gillespie,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  Employment, 
Unemployment  and  Disablement  : — 
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EMPLOYMENT. 


Main  Industries  o!  the  Area. 


Industry. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1.  Agriculture,  Mining  and 

Quarrying 

94 



94 

Manufacturing  industries 

2.  Engineering  and  Electrical  Goods 

3.  Shipbuilding,  Repairing  and 

8887 

3483 

12370 

Marine  Engineering 

3905 

189 

4094 

4.  Metal  Manufacture 

1432 

168 

1600 

5.  Paper,  Printing  and  Publishing  ... 

422 

510 

932 

6.  Chemicals  and  Allied  Industries  ... 

719 

168 

887 

7.  Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco 

189 

219 

408 

8.  All  other  Manufacturing  ... 

1051 

625 

1676 

Total — All  Manufacturing 

16605 

5362 

21967 

9.  Distributive  Trades 

10.  Professional,  Scientific,  Insurance, 

709 

1398 

2107 

Banking,  Finance 

470 

880 

1350 

11.  Building  and  Construction 

1482 

22 

1504 

12.  Public  Administration 

508 

122 

630 

13.  Transport  and  Communication  ... 

371 

21 

392 

14.  Miscellaneous  Services 

287 

989 

1276 

Total — All  Industries 

20526 

8794 

29320 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(a)  Lowest  figures  recorded  (14/6/65) 

294 

203 

497 

(b)  Highest  figures  recorded  (13/1/65) 

603 

331 

934 

(c)  Average  During  Year 

439 

236 

675 

'(d)  Average  During  1964 

747 

397 

1,114 
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GENERAL. 

The  level  of  employment  in  the  manufacturing-  industries  continued 
to  rise  during  1965.  A survey  of  the  labour  forces  of  firms  employing 
98%  of  the  work-people  engaged  in  manufacturing  indicates  an  increase 
of  the  order  of  3%  to  4%  between  December  1964  and  December  1965. 
The  increase  for  the  two  year  period  December  1963  to  December  1965 
was  between  10%  and  12%.  A high  level  of  employment  was  maintained 
in  all  other  industries  and  services  during  the  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  increase  in  employment  opportunities, 
unemployment  declined  further.  There  were  351  less  people  unemployed 
in  December  1965  than  in  December  1964.  The  decrease  between  Decem- 
ber 1965  and  December  1963  was  1,003.  The  monthly  averages  during 
1965  were  the  lowest  since  1957  (Males  = 332;  Females  = 298). 

The  year  1966  has  made  a promising  start  with  high  level  of  employ- 
ment in  most  industries  and  services  and  the  lowest  January  unemploy- 
ment figure  since  1958  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the 
expansion  of  employment  opportunities  will  continue,  giving  rise  to  an 
increasing  demand  for  skilled  and  semi-skilled  workers. 

REGISTERED  DISABLED  PERSONS. 

The  following  number  of  persons  were  registered  as  disabled  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  on  24th 
May,  1966.  The  figures  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  are  shown  separately. 


J 

Men 

arrow 

Women 

f Hebburn 

Men  Women 

Surgical 

164 

21 

113 

13 

Medical 

134 

30 

122 

18 

Psychiatric  ... 

14 

2, 

8 

4 

Others 

46 

16 

38 

o 

6 

Totals 

358 

69 

281  38 

Unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons  Registered  for 
Employment  included  In  the  above  figures. 


j 

Men 

arrow 

Women 

Hebburn 

Men  Women 

Surgical 

9 

o 

Medical 

7 

2 

10 

Psychiatric  ... 

2 

1 

2 

Others 

2 

2 

3 — 

Totals 

20 

5 

20  — 
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industrial  Rehabilitation  and  Vocational  Training, 

During  1965,  9 men  and  2 women  completed  courses  of  rehabilita- 
tion and  26  men  and  1 woman  commenced  training  in  new  occupations 
in  Government  Training  Centres. 

Sickness  Morbidity. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  claims  of  sickness 
benefit  received  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  for  1965  : — 


January 

February 

March 

April  . . . 

May 

June 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1,584 

1,182 

1,614 

1,284 

1,193 

1,298 

1,063 

1,236 

1,113 

1,302 

1,624 

1,363 


Total 


15,856 
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C.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population— Estimated  mid-year  25,070. 


Live  Births  i 

M, 

F. 

Total 

Total  

267 

258 

525 

Legitimate  

252 

247 

499 

Illegitimate  

15 

11 

26 

Birth  Rate  . 

20.9 

Comparability  Factor  

0.93 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  

19.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  

5% 

Still  Births: 

Total  

6 

6 

12 

Legitimate  

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and  still 

births  

22.3 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  resident 

population  

0.5 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births:  

273 

264 

537 

Deaths : 

All  Causes  .. 

138 

96 

234 

Death  Rate  

9.3 

Comparability  Factor  

1.31 

Standardised  Death  Rate  

12.2 

Principal  Causes  of  Death.  <y  0f  tota] 


M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Disease  

26  1 1 

37 

15.8 

Cancer  (all  types)  

38  21 

59 

25.2 

Heart  Disease  

40  32 

72 

31.2 

Vascular  disease  of  the  Nerv 

ous  System  12  10 

22 

9.4 

Comparison 

of  Vital  Statistics. 

England 

& Wales. 

Hebburn 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

18.0 

19.4 

Infant  Mortality 

19.  Of 

22.9 

Still  Birth  Rate 

15.7 

22.3 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.5 

12.2 

f Lowest  ever  recorded 
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1 nf  ant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ages  M.  F.  Total. 

Total  7 5 12 

Legitimate  7 5 12 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  22.9 

Legitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  22.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

Total  4 2 6 

Legitimate  4 2 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Meo-natal  Death  Rate. 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

11.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age: 


Total  1 2 3 

Legitimate  1 2 3 


Illegitimate  — — 

Early  Neo-nata!  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

5.7 

Perinatal  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

27.9 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil. 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil. 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 

Prematurity  2 

Congenital  Deformity  3 

Infection  1 

Respirator  Failure  5 

Accident  1 


12 


13 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  HEBBURN  1965 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

% of  Total 
Deaths. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

— 

3 

1.3 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

.4 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

— 

diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

' 

bronchus 

18 

1 

19 

8.1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

3 

8 

3.4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

6 

6 

2.6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 
Other  malig'nant  and  lymphatic 

- 

3 

3 

1.3 

neoplasms 

15 

8 

23 

9.9 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- — 

— 

— - 

— 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

2 

2 

4 

1.7 

system  ...  ...  . . . 

12 

10 

22 

9.4 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 

26 

10 

36 

15.4 

disease 

2 

3 

5 

2.1 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

12 

19 

31 

13.2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

5 

8 

3.4 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

.4 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

4.7 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

14 

5 

19 

8.1 

system 

2 

1 

3 

1.3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

3 

1 

3 

1 . 3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

— 

1 

.4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

1 

.4 

tion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . . 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

2 

1 

3 

1.3 

diseases 

6 

10 

16 

6.9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

.9 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

2.1 

Suicide  ... 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Homicide  & operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes  ... 

138 

96 

234 

100.0 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Hebfourn  for  Previous  Years 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1906 

23,336 

24.8 

16.0 

136 

1916 

23,060 

30.2 

15.6 

104 

1926 

26,190 

26.6 

11.8 

97 

1936 

22,939 

18.7 

13.3 

90.7 

1937 

22,700 

16.9 

12.7 

67.9 

1938 

22,950 

19.0 

11.7 

69.0 

1939 

23,490 

17.6 

12.0 

48.3 

1940 

21,770 

20.4 

14.3 

45.3 

1941 

22,200 

18.0 

15.5 

128.4 

1942 

21,950 

17.7 

13.1 

80 

1943 

21,760 

20.7 

13.7 

64 

1944 

22,290 

22.1 

13.8 

56 

1945 

22,250 

19.3 

11.5 

48 

1946 

22,780 

22.0 

12.8 

67.6 

1947 

22,750 

22.1 

12.3 

65.6 

1948 

22,990 

20.0 

10.8 

32.4 

1949 

23,050 

21.1 

10.6 

34.9 

1950 

22,990 

19.1 

11.5 

40.1 

1951 

23,140 

19.2 

11.7 

51.5 

1952 

23,100 

18.9 

10.9 

32.0 

1953 

23,440 

19.0 

10.7 

38.1 

1954 

23,480 

19.8 

10.2 

38.6 

1955 

23,570 

20.9 

10.2 

38.5 

1956 

23,720 

21.5 

11.2 

27.5 

1957 

23,880 

23.4 

11.9 

48.4 

1958 

23,970 

22.8 

10.6 

32.8 

1959 

24,170 

23.3 

11.6 

14.2 

1960 

24,290 

22.4 

10.5 

27.5 

1961 

24,980 

20.9 

10.1 

) . / 

1962 

25,020 

19.9 

11.7 

36.1 

1963 

25,050 

20.1 

12.1 

21.8 

1964 

25,110 

21.3 

10.6 

28.0 

1965 

25,070 

20.9 

9.3 

22.9 
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SECT!  ON  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


PUBUC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  (a)  Staff  of  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

H.  C.  WEIR,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H., 

M.R.S.H.,  F.R.I.P.H.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

P.  MILNE,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  & S.I.B.,  Cert  R.S.I. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

J.  HEMSLEY,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Dip.  R.S.H.  Meat  Inspection,  Dip.  R.S.H. 

Smoke  Inspection. 

J.  GRAY,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Dip.  R.S.H.  Meat  Inspection,  Dip.  R.S.H. 

(Res  igned  August,  1965).  Smoke  Inspection. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector. 

G.  T.  GRAHAM,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B.  Inter. 

Clerk/Typist. 

Mrs.  E.  WILSON. 

1.  (b)  County  Council  Staff. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Dr.  L.  ROSS,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Dr.  J.  T.  EUSTACE,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.I. 

* 

School  Dentist. 

Mrs.  I).  WALKER,  B.D.S. 

Dental  Receptionist. 

Miss  F.  CHIVERS. 

School  Nurse. 

Miss  J.  McNAMARA,  S.R.N.,  S.E.N. 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  C.  BATES,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  LEV. 

Miss  M.  FALLON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  C.  WHITFIELD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Miss  A.  AMPOFO,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Clerk. 

Miss  M.  FUTERS. 

District  Nurses. 

Mrs.  C.  | OB  LING,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  29  Witty  Avenue. 

Tel.  832384. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  PATTERSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

88  Cambridge  Avenue. 


Tel.  832081. 
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Midwives 

Miss  L.  CHARLTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  1 Wear  Road. 

Tel.  832538. 

Miss  V.  TWEDDELL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

1 Beresford  Avenue.  Tel.  832118. 


Miss  M.  LYNCH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 65  Jutland  Avenue. 

Tel.  832346. 


Home  Help  Org-aniser. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  MEREDITH,  16  Park  Terrace,  Dunston. 

Tel.  604304. 


2.  Laboratory  Services. 

Pos.  Neg.  Total 


Sputum  14  — 14 

Faeces  3 15  18 


17  15  32 


3.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47— Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care 

and  Attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to-  take  any  action  under  this 
section.  During  the  year  a number  of  cases  were  investigated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and,  where  necessary,  admission  to  Hospital 
or  Hostel  was  arranged,  or  the  services  of  a home  help  were  provided. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  Dead. 

One  person  died  during  the  year  who  had  no  known  relatives  and 
burial  had  to  be  effected  by  the  Council. 

4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Transport  and  Cleansing  Dept,  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing information  : — 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse 

collected  8,250  plus  shops 

One  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collector,  three  S.  & D.  Pakamatic  Refuse 
Collectors  and  one  Ford  3 ton  Tipper  carry  out  the  Refuse  and  Salvage 
collection. 

Ho-use  Refuse  is  collected  once  weekly,  and  Trade  Refuse  on  an 
average  of  three  collections  per  week. 

Method  of  Refuse  Disposal — 100%  Controlled  Tipping. 

One  Bray  Tractor  Shovel  is  engaged  on  refuse  disposal  work  at 
the  tipping  site. 

The  tipping  site  is  suitably  distant  from  the  residential  area  and  the 
length  of  haul  is  approximately  two  miles. 
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5.  STREET  CLEANSING. 

Mileage  of  Street  Cleansed  43.05 

Frequency  of  Cleansing  (a)  Three  to  six  times 

Weekly  20% 

(b)  Twice  Weekly  16% 

(c)  Once  Weekly  54% 

(d)  Less  than  Once  Weekly  10% 

Average  gully  cleansing  per  annum  8 

One  Karrier  Mechanical  Gully  Emptier  and  one  Johnstone  Mechan- 
ical Suction  Sweeper  are  engaged  on  this  work. 

6.  SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  Paper,  etc 67  7 3 606  4 10 

67  7 3 606  4 10 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  during  the  Year  Ending 

31st  December,  1965 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  (excluding  salvage)  9,100  tons 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Sludge  1,150  tons 

Total  Refuse  disposed  of  at  the  tip  10,250  tons 

Total  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  38  tons 

Total  10,288  tons 
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B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Part  III,  the  Personal 
Health  Services  are  provided  by  Durham  County  Council  and  adminis- 
tered through  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  on  which  Hebburn 
U.D.C.  is  represented  by  five  members. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Ante-Natal. 


(Section  22) 

Sessions  Each  Wednesday  : All  Day. 

Alternate  Fridays  : Afternoon. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these  mothers  paid 


to  the  Clinic. 

Number  of  Mothers  461 

Attendances  1,968 


Post-Natal. 

Sessions  : Monthly — last  Wednesday  morning. 

Number  of  Mothers  attending  the  Clinic  on  one  or  more  occasions  15 
The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  30 

Child  Welfare. 

Sessions:  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  attendances  of  these  children 
throughout  the  year. 


No.  of  Children. 

Attendances. 

Under  1. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  vrs. 

J 

Under  1. 

1-2  vrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

216 

234 

235 

1,926 

625 

298 

Artificial  Sun-Light  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Tuesday  and  Friday  1.30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m. 

66  mothers  and  children  attended  the  clinic  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  814. 
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MIDWIFERY 

(Section  23) 

There  are  3 County  Midwives  in  Hebburn.  1 midwife  practices 
privately  in  the  area. 

During-  the  year  they  attended  121  confinements,  which  represents 
32  = 0 per  cent  of  all  registered  live  and  still  births. 


Domiciliary  Confinements. 


Doctor. 

Booked. 

Not 

Booked. 

Analgesia 

Gas  and  Air.  Pethedine. 

Present  at  Delivery  

7 

— 

5 

3 

Not  present  at  Delivery 

...  112 

2 

64 

45 

Total. . . 

...  119 

2 

69 

48 

HEALTH  VISITING 

(Section  24) 

Four  health  visitors  serve  the  Urban  District. 

The  following  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1965:  — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  4,933 

Tuberculosis  112 

Mental  Deficiency  133 

Schools  461 

General  Health  239 

Old  People  377 


6,255 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  13.9. 


HOME  NURSING 

(Section  25) 


whole  time  nurses  were  employed  during 

the  year. 

No.  of  cases 

Visits 

Medical  

167 

4,256 

2,724 

Surgical  

102 

Tuberculosis  

8 

858 

Maternal  complications 
Others  

66 

277 

7,904 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(Section  26). 

The  following-  tables  gave  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised  at  the  Clinic  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  district:  — 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 


Vaccination. 

Re-vaccination. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

15  & 

over 

Total 

1-14 

15  & 
over 

Total 

48 

140 

10 

3 

201 

3 

- 

3 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Primary  Immunisations. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

113 

456 

7 

576 

453 

19 

472 

WHOOPING  CO  UGH  IMM  UN  I SATION . 
(Given  either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Primary  Immunisations.  jj  Re-inforcing  injections. 


Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

113 

258 

1 

372 

40 

5 

45 

T E T A N U S I M M UN  I SATION 
(Given  with  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheria/ Whooping  Cough) 


Primary  Immunisation. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

113 

462 

12 

587 

215 

5 

220 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  table  below  sets  out  the  numbers  immunised  during"  the  year  : — 


Full  Course  Oral 

Boosters 

Children  born  1965  ... 

42 

— 

Children  born  1964... 

.'.  115 

2 

Children  born  1963  ... 

44 

1 

Children  born  1962  ... 

31 

3 

Children  born  1958/61 

45 

172 

Adults 

86 

206 

Totals 

363 

384 

B.G.G.  VACCINATION. 

The  table  below  sets  out  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  in 
senior  schools  during-  the  year  : — 


Consents 

Received 
Skin  Tests 

Positive  Reactors 

Negative  Reactors 
Given  B.C.G. 

Absentees 

745 

641 

48 

512 

81 

DETAILS  OF  POLIOMYELITIS  & DIPHTHERIA 
IMMUNISATION  CARRIED  OUT  IN  SCHOOLS  — 1964 


Full  Course  Diphtheria  Booster  Diphtheria  Booster  Full  Course  Booster 
& Tetanus  & Tetanus  Diphtheria  oral  polio  Polio 


50 


35 


84 


72 


147 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Depot  at  Ushaw 
Road,  Hebburn. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  should  be  made  to  the  Head- 
quarters Control,  Telephone  Durham  4488. 

The  Hebburn  depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of  Jarrow, 
the  Urban  districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon  and  Washington,  and 
part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District.  The  present  population  is  125,000 
persons  of  which  about  two-thirds  live  on  the  river  side  in  Jarrow, 
Hebburn  and  Felling. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  work  : — 


HEBBURN  DEPOT. 


journeys. 

Persons  carried. 

I 

Mileage 

Stretcher. 

! 

Sitting. 

Total. 

10,418 

5,482 

32,249 

37,731 

199,808 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(Section  28) 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are  treated 
by  home  nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Sick 
room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions, 
mattresses  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be  had  on  loan. 

During  the  year  128  persons  received  equipment  on  loan. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

(Section  29) 

No.  of  home  helps  employed  during-  the  year  ....  85 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1st  January,  1965  ...  168 

No.  of  new  cases  provided  with  home  helps  ...  100 
Types  of  cases : — 

Old  Ag-e  Pensioners  260 

Sickness  4 

Tuberculosis  2 

Maternity  2 

Total  ...  268 

No.  of  cases  attended  on  31st  December,  1965  188 

MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT,  1959 

Mentally  III. 

Formal  and  informal  admissions 
arrang-ed  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  38 

Mental  Sub-normality 

1.  Under  supervision  69 

2.  In  hospitals  40 

109 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as 

1.  Ineducable  1 

2.  Requiring-  supervision  after  leaving- 

school  — 

1 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  South  Shields 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  New- 
castle Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  following  hospitals  serve  this 
area : — 


Hospital. 

Type. 

No.  of 

Beds. 

Departments. 

Clinics 

Ellison  Hall  Infy., 
Hebburn. 

General. 

27 

E.N.T. 

Casualty. 

General  Surgery. 

Hebburn  Hospital, 
Hebburn. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Chronic  Sick. 

- 

Palmer  Memorial, 

J arrow. 

General. 

30 

General  Surgery. 

Dermatology. 

Casualty. 

General  Surgery. 
Medical. 
Dermatology. 
Paediatrics 

Primrose  Hill, 

J arrow. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Chronic  Sick. 

Danesfield, 

J arrow. 

Maternity. 

23 

Obstetrics. 

Ante-Natal. 

Infectious  Diseases  cases  are  admitted  to-  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital, 
Gateshead,  and  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  other  extensive 
hospital  facilities  are  available  in  South  Shields  and  Newcastle. 


CHEST  CLINIC 

The  Clinic  is  at  Homer  Villa,  St.  John’s  Terrace,  J arrow. 

Times  of  Clinics. 

Men  and  Women  ...  Mondays,  2 to  3 p.m. 

Men  ...  ...  ...  Wednesdays,  9.30  to  11  a.m. 

Women  ...  ...  Wednesdays,  2 to  3 p.m. 


All  new  patients  are  now  seen  at  South  Shields  Chest  Clinic. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS 


The  following-  number  of  patients  from  the  Hebburn  District  were 
treated  at  the  Newcastle  and  South  Shields  Clinics  during  1965. 


Syphilis 

M.  F. 

Gonorrhoea 

M.  F. 

Non-V  enereal 
M.  F. 

Newcastle 

— — 

18  — 

South  Shields  ... 

2 — 

— 3 

2 — 

18  3 

MASS  X-RAY. 

No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Board 
makes  frequent  visits  to  South  Tyneside. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Unit  in 
the  district:  — 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Somner  for  the  following  statistics. 

Total 

Referred  Notified 

Chest  ‘Active’ 

Clinic 

General  Public  ...  ...  ...  ...  1359  — — 


Total 
No.  of 
Miniature 
Films 


1359 


CHIROPODY. 

A Chiropody  service  was  started  in  1964,  and  is  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee.  The  Chiropodist  appointed  in 
1965  was  Mr.  Downs,  who  attended  for  3 sessions  per  week  each  session 
being  3 hours.  During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1965,  429  patients 
had  been  seen  and  1,196  treatments  carried  out. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  the  voluntary 
workers  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 
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BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

Mr.  G.  Tait  Hunter,  the  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly  supplied 
details  of  the  donor  panels  and  the  sessions  in  Hebburn  during  the  year. 


Date  of 

Sessions 

No.  of  Donors 
attending. 

3rd  March 

62 

2nd  June 

100 

4th  August 

73 

13th  October 

70 

22nd  December  ... 

90 

Donor  Panel  at  31/12/65  ...  ...  ...  411 

New  donors  bled  during  1965  ...  ...  25 


in  addition  to  the  above  General  Public  Sessions  the  service  has 
received  excellent  support  from  the  following  industrial  firms:  — 

Baker  Perkins  Ltd. 

The  Bushing  Co.  Ltd. 

A.  Reyrolle  & Co.  Ltd. 

Pvrotenax  Ltd. 


D.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Nine  general  practitioners  serve  the  Urban  District  from  their 
surgeries  in  the  town.  A number  of  Jarrow  Doctors  have  patients  in 
Hebburn  Urban  District. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Health  Department, 

2 Coquet  Street, 

Hebburn. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Sir, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  public 
health  inspection  service  for  1965. 

Mr.  Gray  left  in  August  to  take  up  an  appointment  with  another 
authority  and  this  vacancy  was  not  filled  at  the  end  of  the  year  although 
it  had  been  advertised  several  times.  This  shortage  of  staff  coincided 
with  a considerable  increase  of  work  in  connection  with  slum  clearance 
and  smoke  control,  and  I regret  to  say  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  other  important  duties  did  not  receive  the  attention  they  deserve. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Wilson  the  clerk  in  the  department  and 
also  Mr.  Graham  who  carried  out  their  duties  so  diligently.  Public 
Health  work  is  never  spectacular,  but  at  the  end  of  a year  one  would  like 
to  think  that  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  improve  the  environ- 
ment in  which  we  live,  work  and  spend  our  leisure,  however  intangible 
they  may  seem,  have  borne  some  fruit. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  support  and 
advice  you  have  afforded  me  during  the  year.  I would  also  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  support. 

P.  MILNE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


28 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company.  The  supply  in  part  of  the  area  is  also  augmen- 
ted by  a supply  from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  is’  0.2  parts  per  million  at  the 
present  time.  During  the  year,  the  Council  adopted  the  Minister  of 
Health’s  recommendations  contained  in  Circular  15/65,  to  introduce 
fluoridation  of  water  supplies. 

8 samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Department  from  various 
domestic  supply  points'  in  the  town  and  all  were  found  to  be  bacterio- 
logically  satisfactory  and  no  complaints  were  received  from  the  public. 

The  supply  has  no  tendancy  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

There  are  8,250  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  all  of  which  are  supplied 
from  public  mains.  It  is  expected  that  the  few  remaining  dwellings 
which  are  still  supplied  by  taps  in  yards  will  disappear  in  the  near  future 
following  slum  clearance  and  re-housing  activities. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Simpson’s  Hotel  continues  to  operate,  as  was  reported  in  1964.  A 
number  of  defects  and  deficiencies  chiefly  in  the  dining  rooms,  kitchen 
and  sanitary  conveniences,  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Manage- 
ment following  which  an  extensive  programme  of  modernisation  was 
commenced. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

There  are  9,056  waterclosets  in  the  area  and  all  premises  are  now  on 
the  water  carriage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  two  small  watercourses  in  the  Hebburn  area,  both  of 
which  are  inspected  from  time  to  time. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


Public  Health  Acts 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  45 

Nuisances  537 

Infectious  Diseases  10 

Refuse  storage  and  disposal  22 

Sanitary  accommodation  5 

J 

Disinfection  11 

Verminous  or  dirty  premises  4 

Water  supply  23 

Barbers  and  Hairdressers  13 

Housing  Acts 

Clearance  areas  349 

Individual  unfit  houses  8 

Housing  survey  82 

Improvement  grants  3 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Food  inspections  53 

Food  premises  303 

Canteens  1 

Ice  Cream  35 

Clean  Air  Act 

Inspections  and  observations  25 

Smoke  control  areas  278 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

General  inspections  82 

Factories  Acts 

Factories  with  power  27 

Factories  without  power  2 

Outworkers  1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

Rodent  infestation  and  treatment  167 

Other  infestations  217 

Other  Inspections  and  Visits 

Gale  damage  9 

Council  houses  27 

Allotments  * 88 

M iscellaneous  46 


2473 


177  Complaints  were  received  for  various  reasons. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Smith,  who 
also  deals  with  disinfestation  and  disinfection. 

All  forms  of  pest  control  are  offered  free  to  householders  but  a 
charg-e  is  made  for  business  premises. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  town’s  sewers  were  carried  out 
during-  the  year.  One  of  these  was  a comprehensive  test  bait  to  deter- 
mine the  degree  of  infestation  in  the  whole  system.  The  southern  half  of 
the  town  was  practically  free  of  rats  and  no  subsequent  treatment  was 
necessary. 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year:  — 


No.  of  visits  and  inspections  508 

No.  of  treatments  to  dwelling  houses  81 

No.  of  treatments  to  business  premises  11 

No.  of  treatments  to  local  authority  premises 

including  refuse  tips  78 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  surface  infestation  was  found  to  be 
increasing  in  the  area  of  the  refuse  tip  near  the  foreshore  of  the  River 
Tyne.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  this  site,  but  I consider  that 
rodent  control  will  only  be  effective  if  the  tipping  is  strictly  controlled  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  recommendations. 


Other  Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

Domestic  premises  are  treated  free  of  charge  wherever  infesta- 
tions are  found.  The  older  types  of  verminous  conditions  such  as  fleas 
and  bugs  are  tending  to  diminish,  but  cockroaches  still  flourish  in  both 
old  and  new  property.  The  operator  treated  114  premises  for  various 
insect  infestations. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  and  effort  was  spent  on  infestations 
of  red  mite  in  new  houses,  both  Council  and  privately-owned.  This 
insect,  which  is  known  as  the  gooseberry  or  clover  mite  (Bryobia 
pra?tios:a)  is  really  an  horticultural  pest.  It  invades  recently  erected 
dwellings  during  the  summer  months,  especially  where  trees  are  absent, 
to  seek  egg-laying  sites.  These  mites  cause  a good  deal  of  concern  to 
householders,  although  thev  are  perfectly  harmless  to  humans  and  do  not 
cause  anv  material  damage.  The  recommended  treatment  has  been 
carried  out,  with  a fair  degree  of  success. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 
Inspections 

The  following-  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

1 

1 

j Inspections 

Notices. 

Writtten 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 &:  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

10 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

j 

49 

27 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 

13 

Total 

72 

29 

1 

2 

— 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  defects  found  in  course  of  inspection  : — 
Nlimber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Referred 

Particulars. 

r i 

3 

o 

[t  . 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 

I nspector. 

Number  of 
i Cases  in  whic! 
prosecutions 
were 

1 instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6).. 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  

— 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork  

— 

— 



— 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

| 

2 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

Four  new  Orders  were  made  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 

1.  Monkton  Hall  Estate,  comprising  45  new  Council  dwellings. 
Part  of  this  estate  lies  in  J arrow,  and  a Joint  Order  was  made 
with  J arrow  Corporation. 

2.  Campbell  Park  Estate  (north)  an  area  containing  303  post-war 
Council  houses,  3 private  and  2 industrial  premises.  The  new 
Civic  Centre,  Swimming  baths,  an  occupational  centre  and  other 
civic  buildings  are  in  course  of  construction  on  this  site. 

3.  Campbell  Park  Estate  (south)  an  extension  of  the  above  area 
containing  253  post-war  Council  houses  and  3 shops. 

4.  An  area  around  the  southernmost  part  of  the  town  containing 
Lukes  Lane  housing  development,  a coke  and  by-products  works 
and  2 private  houses. 

Following  a survey  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  the  Council  decided 
to  install  solid  fuel  heating  by  means  of  inset  openable  stoves.  Tenants 
were  given  the  option  of  having  whole-house  heating  by  radiators,  or 
partial  heating  with  stoves  only,  for  which  rent  increases  were  made. 
It  is  interesting  to  record  that  in  the  first  area  the  proportions  were  70% 
for  whole-house  heating  and  30%  partial  heating,  but  in  the  second  area 
these  proportions  were  80%  and  20%.  This  indicates  a considerable 
demand  by  householders  for  higher  standards  of  comfort  and  efficiency 
for  which  they  are  prepared  to  pay  an  increased  rent,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  trend  will  continue  in  subsequent  areas. 

All  new  housing  development  which  is  under  construction  or  is 
planned  will  conform  to  the  Parker  Morris  recommendations  for  heating 
of  the  home. 

(b)  Measurement  of  Pollution. 

The  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  filter  apparatus  situated 
in  the  Health  Department,  2 Coquet  Street,  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year,  and  a table  is  given  below  showing  the  monthly 
readings. 

It  is  worth  recording  that  the  highest  readings  were  obtained  in 
January  when  the  weather  conditions  were  characterized  by  frequent 
cold  spells  with  fog,  frost  and  snow  and  very  little  air  movement.  Under 
these  conditions,  smoke  emissions  concentrate  near  ground  level,  remain- 
ing more  or  less  suspended  in  the  air  and  are  inhaled  into  the  lungs  and 
deposited  as  tars,  acids  and  other  unburnt  matter. 

This  alone  demonstrates  the  need  for  domestic  smoke  control,  the 
reduction  of  obnoxious  emissions  from  motor  vehicle  exhausts,  and  the 
importance  of  having  industrial  chimneys  at  a height  which  will  ensure 
proper  dispersal  of  waste  gases,  grit  and  dust. 
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MONTH 

SULPHUR 

M.A. 

DIOXIDE 

H.D. 

M.A. 

SMOKE 

H.D. 

Januarv  

244.7 

567.0 

328.7 

850.0 

Februarv  

186.5 

387.0 

281.0 

592.0 

March  

243.0 

523.0 

334.0 

660.0 

April  

177.0 

357.0 

193.0 

396.0 

May  

168.0 

343.0 

196.0 

393.0 

June  

106.0 

383.0 

126.0 

256.0 

July  

89.0 

136.0 

104.0 

157.0 

August  

105.0 

181.0 

116.0 

213.0 

September 

130.5 

299.0 

162.5 

369.0 

October  

204.2 

428.0 

259.4 

499.0 

November 

227.0 

458.0 

287.0 

713.0 

December 

266.0 

386.0 

272.0 

493.0 

M.A. — Monthly  average  in  micrograms  per  cubic  metre. 
H.D. — H ighest  daily  in  micrograms  per  cubic  metre. 


(c)  Industrial  Pollution 

The  level  of  industrial  pollution  has  remained  fairly  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year,  except  for  the  problem  which  arises  at  the  Monkton 
Coke  Works.  Although  Hebburn  contains  a number  of  large  industrial 
concerns  engaged  in  shipbuilding  and  repairing,  electrical  and  other 
engineering,  these  factories  are  not,  by  their  nature,  smoke-producing 
processes.  Dark  smoke  emissions  do  occur  occasionally,  usually  due  to 
plant  lighting  up  from  cold  or  malfunctioning  of  stoking  or  firing 
equipment. 

There  would  seem  to  be  some  improvement  in  the  amount  of  smoke 
emitted  from  vessels  on  the  River  Tyne,  due  to  a large  extent  to  the 
vigilance  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

(d)  District  Heating 

A large  area  of  School  Street  which  is  being  re-developed  for 
housing  and  other  purposes  will  be  heated  by  a district  heat.ng  scheme. 
Discussions  have  been  held  with  the  firm  of  heating  consultants  in  con- 
nection with  proposed  chimney  heights  for  the  boiler  plant. 
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Noise  Abatement 

It  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  of  the  Noise  Abatement 
Act,  1960,  but  several  complaints  regarding-  noise  were  investigated  and 
informal  action  taken  to  reduce  or  eliminate  the  nuisance.  These  were  : — 

1.  Noise  caused  during  night  operation  of  compressed  air  hammers 
and  chisels  in  an  engineering  works,  situated  in  close  proximity 
to  dwelling  houses. 

2.  Noise  arising  from  the  discharge  of  steel  railway  wagons  during 
the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 


Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  empowers  a local 
authority  to  make  byelaws  in  connection  with  hairdressers  and  barbers. 

Following  a report,  consultations  took  place  with  the  tradespeople 
concerned,  and  the  Council  decided  to  make  such  byelaws. 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing. 


New  Houses 


Houses  Completed 
During"  the  Year. 


With  State 

Assistance.  Unaided  Total. 


(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing"  Authority 

(c)  By  private  persons 


101 


101 


101 


101 


There  were  8,250  inhabited  houses  in  Hebburn  at  the  end  of  1965. 

Housing  Repair. 

105  Informal  notices  were  served  compared  with  96  during  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  number  of  statutory  notices  served  was  32  as  against 
33  in  1964.  Of  these  3 were  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default  of 
owners  at  a total  cost  of  £1 1/12/11  d. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  for  non-com- 
pliance of  statutory  notices  during  the  year. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  applied  for. 

Housing  Improvement 

Applications  for  improvements  grants  are  now  jointly  handled  by 
the  Health  Department  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department. 

The  following  applications,  all  of  which  relate  to  separate  houses 
were  dealt  with  : — 


Discretionary 

Grants 


Standard 

Grants 


Applications  submitted  ... 
Applications  approved  ... 


20 

10 
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Clearance  Areas 

When  the  year  began,  the  position  was  that  the  St.  Oswald's  Road 
area  and  a small  area  in  William  Street  were  confirmed  and  awaiting  the 
the  re-housing  of  the  tenants.  Confirmation  of  an  area  in  Lyon  Street 
(Quay  No.  21)  was  also  received  and  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  a 
large  area  of  Hebburn  Quay  for  which  public  inquiries  were  due  to  be 
held  early  in  1966.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows:  — 


Houses 

Other 

Number  of 

Pink  Grey 

Premises 

Tenants  Persons 

Acres 

Quay  No.  22  .. 

. 62 

22 

4 

84 

237 

2.53 

Quay  No.  23  .. 

. 80 

35 

9 

113 

388 

5.55 

Quay  No.  24 

. 84 

14 

4 

99 

304 

2.47 

Quay  No.  25  .. 

. 79 

27 

5 

107 

330 

3.45 

305 

98 

22 

403 

1259 

14.00 

A considerable  number  of  objections  were  lodged  by  owners  which 
necessitated  a great  deal  of  preparatory  work  by  this  Department. 

A survey  of  a further  part  of  the  Hebburn  Quay  area  extending  from 
Caledonian  Street  to  Prince  Consort  Road  was  also  completed  and  a 
report  placed  before  the  Health  Committee.  This  area  contains  some  165 
houses  and  70  other  miscellaneous  properties,  also  a good  deal  of  Council 
property  built  a few  years  ago  on  cleared  sites. 

The  Council  has  embarked  on  a comprehensive  house  building  pro- 
gramme on  the  Lukes  Lane  site  which  will  provide  some  552  dwellings. 
Part  of  the  houses  on  this  estate  will  be  built  on  traditional  lines  and  part 
with  industrial  units.  The  former  ‘pre-fab'  site  in  School  Street  and 
adjoining  areas  are  also  in  course  of  redevelopment  for  housing- 
purposes.  This  will  provide  an  additional  380  dwellings  in  Phase  1 with 
later  extensions  to  eventually  provide  a total  of  831  dwellings. 

All  premises  in  this  scheme  will  be  supplied  with  heat  piped  from  a 
central  boiler  house. 


These  extensive  schemes  make  it  imperative  that  other  additional 
areas  of  old  property  are  surveyed  with  a view  to  formulating  a detailed 
clearance  programme  up  to  1971. 


The  position  has  now  been  reached  where  more  houses  in  these  older 
areas  may  have  to-  be  classified  as  “not  unfit’’  within  the  meaning  of  Sec- 
tion 4 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  The  interpretation  of  this  section  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  a dwelling  has  now  become  more  a matter 
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of  technical  opinion,  rather  than  an  attempt  to  relate  poor  housing-  con- 
ditions to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  There  are  still  many  houses  in 
Hebburn  which  do  not,  for  instance,  have  a bath  and  piped  hot  water 
supply  or  proper  means  for  heating  the  home,  but  these  facilities  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  afore-mentioned  Section  of  the  Act.  These  houses  are 
usually  in  drab,  crowded  terraces  and  whilst  they  provide  a minimum 
standard  of  accommodation,  they  do  not  measure  up  to  the  standards 
which  a more  affluent  and  enlightened  society  have  come  to  expect  and 
demand  today. 

These  obsolescent  housing  conditions  emphasize  how  much  out  of 
date  are  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Act.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
induce  the  Government  to  introduce  the  “12-point”  standard  for  a fit 
house  similar  to  that  used  for  discretionary  improvement  grants,  but  so 
far  without  success,  Nevertheless,  a good  many  of  the  dwellings  which 
still  remain  in  Hebburn  are  considered  to  fall  short  of  the  Act,  chiefly  by 
reason  of  disrepair  and  poor  maintenance,  dampness  and  lack  of  suit- 
able sanitary  accommodation  and  other  facilities. 


Houses  Demolished  or  Closed. 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  areas 

or  as  a result  of  other  formal  procedure  ...  ...  ...  81 

Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  purchased  by  agreement  .. . ...  ...  235 

Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  2 


Circular  11  65 

Following  the  receipt  of  this  circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  asking  for  the  total  overall  size  of  the  Council’s 
slum  clearance  problem,  the  figure  of  1,680  dwellings  was  returned  in 
respect  of  Hebburn. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
and  Food  Premises, 


ivnik 

There  are  no  milk  producers  in  Hebburn,  all  milk  being-  processed, 
bottled  and  distributed  by  firms  based  outside  the  town. 

Milk  sampling  is  mainly  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  whose 
County  Health  Inspector  furnishes  to  this  Department  a monthy  state- 
ment of  milk  samples  taken  in  Hebburn. 


There  returns  are  summarised  as  follows:  — 


No.  of  Samples 
Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  : — 


Methylene  Blue  Test  8 

Phosphatase  Test  8 

Sterilised  Milk:  — 

Turbidity  Test  7 

Untreated  Milk  : — 

Antibiotic  Test  2 


Result  of  Tests 
Passed  Failed 

8 — 
8 — 

7 _ 

2 — 


Samples  are  ocasionally  taken  by  this  Department  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  or  the  Analyst  for  various  reasons 
supplemental  to  the  County  Council  Service. 

The  commonest  complaint  received  nowadays  concerns  milk  bottles 
which  contain  dirt  or  other  foreign  matter  adhering  to  the  inside.  This 
indicates  lack  of  proper  inspection  during  the  cleansing  and  bottling 
process,  and  seems  to  be  inevitable  wherever  the  human  factor  is 
involved. When  one  considers  the  uses  to  which  milk  bottles  are  put  not 
only  in  the  home,  but  in  offices,  factories  and  building  sites,  it  is  sur- 
prising that  complaints  are  not  more  frequent.  Until  some  form  of 
disposable  milk  container  is  widely  accepted  by  the  public,  complaints  of 
this  description  seem  likely  to  continue. 
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Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  5 shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

There  are  64  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  but  no 
manufacturers. 

59  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examination,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Provisional  Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 


59 


No.  of  Samples 

39 

5 

8 

7 


2 samples  of  ice  lollies  were  found  satisfactory. 


Artificial  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  town. 


Meat 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  town.  Butchers  obtain  their 
supplies  from  meat  wholesalers  chiefly  in  Newcastle. 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  town. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Unsound  Food. 


The  following  foodstuffs 

were  found 

unfit  for 

human 

consumption 

ring  the  year  : — 

No.  of 

tins,  etc. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs 

ozs. 

Corned  Beef  

14 

— 

2 

m 

j 

4 

Cooked  Ham  

14 

— 

3 

11 

4 

Pork  Shoulder  

5 

— 

1 

20 

6 

Pork  tenderloins  

3 

— 

— 

10 

8 

Minced  Pork  

13 

— 

1 

3 

0 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  .. 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Jellied  Veal  

1 

— 

— 

4 

0 

Veal  Curry  

4 

— 

< — 

1 

14 

Beef  & Vegetable  Curry 

2 

— 

— 

1 

15 

Pork  Sausage  

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Hamburgers  

1 

— 

— 

1 

0 

Oven-readv  Dinner  

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Vegetables  

68 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Fruit  

36 

— 

1 

11 

2 

Soups  

49 

— 

1 

13 

4 

Fish  & Crustacea  

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Spaghetti  

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Rice  Pudding  

4 

— 

— 

3 

14 

Tapioca  Pudding  

1 

— • 

— 

— 

15 

Pudding  

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Pease  Pudding  

1 

— 

— 

1 

0 

Syrup  

1 

— 

— 

2 

0 

Dairy  Cream  

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Full-cream  milk  food  

9 pkts 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Evaporated  Milk  

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bacon,  shoulder  

— 

— 

— 

8 

12 

247 

4 

2 

27 

9 

Five  complaints  were  received  regarding-  articles  of  food  and  drink, 
and  action  taken  as  follows  : — • 

1.  Tin  of  Spanish  tomatoes  containing  a caterpillar.  Complaints  of 
this  sort  are  difficult  to  deal  with  as  they  are  usually  of  an  isolated 
can  originating  from  a source  outside  Great  Britain.  Warning 
letter  sent  to  Importer. 

2.  Orange  drink  bottled  and  sold  by  a milk  distributor.  Complaint 
of  peculiar  smell  and  taste.  Analysis  showed  a probable  excess 
of  citric  acid.  No  action. 

3.  Toffee  lollies  containing  plastic  discs.  These  were  sold  to  children 
who  collected  discs  as  sets.  Manufacturer  written  to  pointing  out 
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danger  of  a child  swallowing  a disc,  and  also  that  the  lollies  were 
unwrapped. 

4.  Tin  of  garden  peas  with  contents  discoloured.  This  was  probably 
an  isolated  instance  of  a defect  in  the  can  lacquer.  Canner  written 
to. 

5.  Tin  of  garden  peas  containing  a seed  head  (Dandelion).  Letter 
sent  to  canners. 

6.  Loaf  of  bread  containing  black  particles  which  proved  to  be  burnt 
crust.  No  action. 

7.  Mouldy  meat  pie.  Retailer  warned  by  letter. 

8.  Spider  in  bottle  of  lemonade.  Warning  letter  sent  to  bottler. 

9.  Mouldy  meat  pie.  Retailer  fined  £5  at  Hebbarn  Magistrates 
Court. 

Complaints  of  the  sort  listed  above  indicates  an  increased  public 
awareness  of  items  of  food  and  drink  which  either  contain  foreign  bodies 
or  are  unsound  and  a greater  readiness  to  bring  these  matters  to  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  sale  of  wrapped  meat  pies  in  a mouldy  condition  shows  failure 
by  retailers  to  ensure  proper  stock  rotation.  Pies,  sausages,  pasties,  etc., 
should  always  be  sold  within  48  hours  of  delivery,  especially  in  warm 
weather  and  where  cool  storage  is  not  available. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

During  the  year  339  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is  pre- 
pared, handled  or  sold.  The  increased  number  of  visits  was  due  to  the 
appointment  of  a further  inspector. 

A good  deal  of  advice  was  given  and  informal  written  notices  were 
served,  where  necessary.  An  opportunity  was  taken  to  issue  to  food 
handlers  copies  of  a booklet  which  had  been  prepared  in  the  Department 
giving  a resume  of  the  Regulations  and  other  advice  on  Food  Hygiene. 
Whilst  a certain  amount  of  educational  work  can  be  done  during  inspec- 
tions it’s  effect  is  somewhat  limited  by  the  time  available  to  inspectors. 
Much  more  time  and  effort  is  needed  to  really  put  across  the  message  in 
the  form  of  talks,  film  shows  and  perhaps  courses  on  food  hvgiene 
whereby  food  handlers  would  be  granted  some  form  of  certificate  or 
badge  on  passing  a simplified  form  of  examination  or  test.  This  has  been 
done  very  successfully  by  some  authorities,  but  in  Hebburn  where  many 
other  important  duties  have  to  be  tackled  with  the  limited  staff  available, 
it  is  virtually  impossible  to  find  time  for  this  very  necessary  work. 

The  new  shopping  area  under  construction  should  do  much  to 
elifninate  the  food  businesses  which  have  been  conducted  for  many  years 
in  old,  worn-out  property  where  structural  defects  of  all  kinds  have  been 
a constant  stumbling  block  to  any  progress  in  this  direction. 
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Food  Premises 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  together  with 
details  of  washing  facilities,  are  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Business 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  16 
(Wash- 
hand  basins) 

No.  to 
which  Reg. 
19  applies 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  19 
(F  acilities 
for  washing 
food  & 
equipment) 

Bakers  & Confectioners  . . . 

7 

7 

2 

2 

Butchers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Pork  Butchers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Restaurants  & Snack  bars 

2 

2 

2 

2 

industrial  canteens 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Community  & Church  halls 

14 

13 

5 

2 

Wet  fish  & Poultry  dealers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fried  fish  dealers  ... 

6 

6 

6 

6 

General  Dealers  ... 

72 

72 

46 

21 

Greengrocers 

7 

7 

7 

5 

Grocery  & provision  dealers 

19 

19 

19 

13 

Hotels  & Public  houses  ... 

12 

10 

10 

10 

Hospitals  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Clubs — licensed 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Clubs — other 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Nursery  schools 

2 

2 

2 

2 

River  ferryboats  ... 

1 

— 

— 

School  kitchens 

1 

1 

1 

1 

School  meal  centres 

7 

7 

2 

2 

Social  service  centre 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sports  grounds 

3 

3 

3 

— 

200 

196 

151 

102 

Licensed  Premises 

There  was  no  change  in  the  position  regarding  licensed  premises  in 
the  town. 


Food  Sampling 

101  samples  from  Hebburn  were  submitted  for  analysis  by  Durham 
County  Council.  In  the  case  of  one  sample  of  milk  showing  2%  added 
water  a prosecution  resulted  in  a fine  of  £10  with  £9/19/0d.  costs  being 
imposed.  A caution  was  issued  in  respect  of  a tin  of  corned  beef  tainted 
with  oil.  The  remaining  samples  were  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

This  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  Trotter,  Chief 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  County  Council. 
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APPENDIX  5 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Aet,  1963. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  TO  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Registration  and  Inspection 

Occupiers  of  new  premises  were  tardy  in  registering-  and  in  practic- 
ally every  instance  had  to  be  reminded  of  their  obligations  under  the 
Act. 

Inspections  during  the  year  were  severely  curtailed  due  to  depletion 
of  staff  and  lack  of  replacements.  It  is  hoped  that  steps  will  be  taken  in 
the  near  future  to  overcome  this  difficulty. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  inspection  of  deposited  plans 
for  new  buildings  or  proposed  alterations  to  buildings  where  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  may  be  involved.  This  has  operated 
reasonably  well,  except  for  the  fact  that  plans  do  not  indicate  how  many 
persons  of  each  sex  are  likely  to  be  engaged,  and  in  some  cases,  do  not 
even  show  for  what  purpose  parts  of  the  buildings  are  to  be  used. 

Supplies  of  abstracts  (OSR.9  and  OSR.9B)  have  been  obtained  and 
copies  supplied,  at  cost  to  occupiers.  This  arrangement  has  proved  very 
successful  and  enabled  occupiers  to  obtain  copies  readily. 

Cleanliness 

Generally  satisfactory  in  those  parts  of  shops  and  offices  used  by 
the  public.  Cleaning  or  re-decorating  of  walls  and  ceilings  in  smaller 
premises  did  not  seem  to  be  carried  out  as  often  as  they  should  be. 

Overcrowding 

Generally  satisfactory,  except  in  one  or  two  instances  in  offices  in 
old  premises  where  increases  in  staff  could  not  be  accompanied  by  a 
corresponding  increase  in  space.  Too  much  furniture  (filing  cabinets, 
cupboards,  duplicating  machines,  etc.,)  tends  to  congest  offices  of  this 
type. 

Temperature 

This  is  the  subject  of  frequent  complaints  by  employees  engaged  in 
sedentary  work  in  offices,  especially  after  week-ends  and  holiday  periods 
when  the  statutory  temperature  is  not  attained  after  the  first  hour. 

The  minimum  of  16  degrees  Centigrade  is  considered  to  be  too  low 
for  comfort  where  no  severe  physical  work  is  involved.  18  degrees 
Centigrade  or  about  65  degrees  Fahrenheit  is  thought  to  be  a more 
equable  temperature. 
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Ventilation 

No  serious  problems  have  been  encountered.  One  instance  occurred 
of  excessive  condensation  arising  from  high  humidity  in  a ladies  hair- 
dressing saloon. 


Lighting 

See  separate  report. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Modern  premises  were  found  to  be  adequately  equipped  with  san- 
itary conveniences,  but  in  older  premises  they  left  much  to  be  desired  in 
the  way  of  separate  accommodation  for  sexes  and  standards  of  clean- 
liness and  repair,  especially  those  sited  in  outside  yards. 

It  is  hoped  to  pay  more  particular  attention  to  this  aspect  when  the 
Sanitary  Conveniences  Regulations,  1964  come  into  operation. 

Washing  Facilities 

Much  the  same  remarks  apply  here  as  for  sanitary  conveniences. 

Drinking  Water 

No  problems  have  been  found. 

Accommodation  for  Clothing 

Most  small  offices  and  shops  either  have  no  proper  facilities  for 
hanging  or  drying  outdoor  clothes  or  only  meagre  facilities. 

Seating  Accommodation 

Satisfactory. 

Facilities  for  Eating 

Generally  satisfactory. 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

Several  instances  were  found  in  shops  of  stairs  being  used  for 
storing  cartons,  etc.,  whereby  free  movement  was  obstructed.  Worn  or 
broken  linoleum  on  shop  floors  was  commonly  met  with  in  old  premises. 

Dangerous  Machinery 

No  problems  were  encountered,  but  when  sufficient  staff  is  available, 
this  is  one  aspect  of  the  Act  which  it  is  hoped  can  be  dealt  with  more 
fullv. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  but  to  what  extent 
employers  failed  to  notify  is  not  known.  Again,  this  would  require  closer 
investigation. 


Prohibition  of  Heavy  Work 

No  instances  were  found. 
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First  Aid 

This  was  reasonably  well  observed.  Opportunity  was  taken  to  pre- 
pare and  issue  a leaflet  to  all  registered  premises  setting  out  the  legal 
requirements,  and  occupiers  found  this  useful. 

Prosecutions 

None. 


Exemptions 

No  applications  received. 


REPORT  ON  LIGHTING  STANDARDS. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  request  in  L.A.  Circ.  9.  Supp.  No. 
1 a report  is  separatelv  submitted  relating  to  the  last  three  months  of 
1965. 

The  number  of  inspections  were  necessarily  restricted  owing  to  the 
staffing  limitations  already  mentioned. 

(1)  The  general  impression  of  lighting  standards,  both  natural  and 
artificial  was  found  to  be  fairly  good  in  shops,  but  poor  in  offices. 

(2)  The  chief  defects  were  (a)  inadequate  window  area  which 
required  the  extensive  use  of  artificial  lighting  during  daylight 
hours,  especially  in  the  winter  months,  (b)  the  inadequacy  of 
artificial  lighting  on  working  surfaces  such  as  desks,  type- 
writers, tabulating  machines,  etc.,  and  (c)  wrongly  sited  lighting- 
points  in  relation  to  working  surfaces.  It  was  frequently  found 
that  desks  were  situated  in  positions  to  avoid  doorways,  cup- 
boards doors  and  filing  cabinets  or  to<  gain  maximum  benefit  from 
windows  with  no  regard  to  the  position  of  the  artificial  lighting 
points.  Instances  were  repeatedly  found  of  employees  working 
in  their  own  shadow ; this  was  especially  so  where  single  filament 
lamps  were  used.  The  diversity  ratio  was  rather  better  where 
diffusing  fluorescent  fittings  were  installed. 

(3)  The  standards  of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Societv  have 
been  used  and  recommended  in  all  advice  to  occupiers. 

(4)  In  several  instances  glare  was  found  to  be  excessive  where  bare 
filament  lamps  were  in  use  without  shades  and  fitted  at  a low 
level.  The  I.E.S.  standard  was  again  used. 
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Detailed  information  about  premises  inspected  during  the  month  of 
November,  1 96S  : — 

(1)  number  of  office  premises  found  where  lighting,  either  natural 
or  artificial,  in  lumens  per  square  foot,  measured  at  the  working 
place  (or  plane)  where  work  is  done,  e.g.  desk,  filing  cabinets, 
etc. , was  : — 

(a)  less  than  5 ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  more  than  5 but  less  than  10  ...  ...  1 

(c)  more  than  10  but  less  than  15  ...  ...  4 

(d)  more  than  15  but  less  than  25  ...  ...  12 

(e)  more  than  25  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  standards  of  lighting  in  lumens  per  square  foot  in  the  work  areas 
of  shops,  etc.,  stockrooms,  packing  departments,  preparation 
rooms,  etc.,  compared  with  the  standards  of  lighting  in  the 
selling  areas  of  the  premises  where  readings  were  taken,  the 
standard  in  the  selling  areas  was  in  the  range  of  15  to  25  lumens 
per  square  foot,  whilst  in  other  parts  it  ranged  from  12  to  20. 

P.  MILNE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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The  following-  details  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  60  of  the  Act  : — 


Table  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections:— 


No.  of 

Total  No. 

No.  of  registered 

premises 

'egistered  premises  receiving 

registered 

premises 

a general 

during  the 

at  end  of 

inspection  during 

Class  of  premises  year 

year 

the  year 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  — 

18 

18 

Retail  shops  ...  ...  3 

117 

54 

Wholesale  shops, 

• 

warehouses  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens...  — 

15 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  — 

— * 

— 

Totals  ...  3 

150 

82 

Table  B — Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds 

by 

Inspectors 

to  Registered 

Premises : — 

82 

Table  C — Analysis  of  persons  employed 

in 

Registered  Premises  by 

Workplace : — 

Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of 

persons  employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

86 

Retail  shops 

400 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

159 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

— 

Total 

. . . 

645 

Total  Males 

177 

Total  Females 

468 

Table  D — Exemptions; 

NIL, 


Table  E — Prosecutions: — 

NIL. 


Table  F — Inspectors ; — 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under 
Section  52(1)  or  (3)  of  the  Act 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 
time  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act 
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SECTION  F, 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1965  was 
243  compared  with  328  during  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  was 
accounted  for  by  a drop  in  Measles.  There  was  a decrease  in  the  numbers 
of  other  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
be  able  to  record  yet  another  year  with  a complete  absence  of  Polio- 
myelitis. 

MEASLES. 

The  usual  biennial  epidemic  pattern  was  not  maintained  as  expected, 
as  there  was  a further  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  there 
being  202  cases  compared  with  279  during  the  previous  year.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  6 cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  disease  tends,  usually,  to  be  of  such  a mild  nature, 
that  it  may  well  pass  almost  unrecognised  and  without  receiving,  or 
indeed  requiring,  medical  attention. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  continued  at  a satisfactory  low  level 
with  only  8 cases  notified  being  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  immunisation  which  is  offered  both 
by  local  general  practitioners  and  also  at  the  local  authority  clinic. 

DYSENTERY. 

I am  pleased,  once  again,  to  be  able  to  record  a complete  absence 
of  this  disease  during  the  year.  This  may,  in  large  measure,  be 
accounted  for  by  the  steadily  improving  standards  of  personal  hygiene, 
despite  the  fact  that  sonnei  Dysentery  continues  to  be  endemic  through- 
out Tyneside. 
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FOOD  PQ1SOMIMC, 

There  were  no  incidents  of  Food  Poisoning  during  the  year.  I must 
again  impress  on  the  public  the  necessity  for  strict  personal  hygiene,  and 
on  the  food  handlers,  that  constant  guard  against  infection  of  edible 
articles  must  be  maintained. 


POLIOMYELITIS. 

Once  again,  there  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 
year.  Although,  in  the  absence  of  cases,  there  continues  to  be  apathy 
amongst  adults  with  regard  to  immunisation,  the  proportion  of  children 
vaccinated  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  was  further  improved  with  the 
advent  of  oral  vaccine  which  is  so  simply  administered.  This  disease  is  no 
longer  one  of  childhood  and  now  attacks  young  people  and  adults  with 
a increasing  frequency.  These  older  people  are  more  likely  to  be  affected 
by  the  paralytic  type  and  I must,  therefore,  impress  on  them  the  benefits 
of  protection  to  be  acquired  by  oral  immunisation. 


TUBERCULOSES. 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  a slight  increase 
with  18  cases  notified  during  1965  compared  with  13  during  the  previous 
year. 

During  July  we  had  the  benefit  of  a static  Mass  X-ray  unit  in 
Hebburn.  This  was  situated  at  the  junction  of  John  Street  and  Tennant 
Street  and  was  open  to  the  public  each  day  for  four  weeks.  1,359  people 
were  x-rayed,  29  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  but  of  these 
only  1 was  found  to  be  positive. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1965. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

1 to  5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 





6 to  15 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 





16  to  25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



26  to  35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 





36  to  45 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



46  to  55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



56  to  64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 



65  and 
Over 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

14 

4 

2 

3 

- — 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  over  the  last  20  years. 


Respiratory 

All  Types 

\ ear. 

Population 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1945 

22,250 

39 

8 

47 

11 

1946 

22,780 

37 

16 

43 

22 

1947 

22,750 

36 

19 

39 

19 

1948 

22,990 

52 

20 

61 

25 

1949 

23,050 

51 

17 

55 

18 

1950 

22,990 

45 

15 

50 

15 

1951 

23,140 

39 

14 

46 

16 

1952 

23,100 

52 

9 

58 

11 

1953 

23,440 

55 

6 

60 

6 

1954 

23,480 

45 

4 

47 

4 

1955 

23,570 

38 

3 

42 

4 

1956 

23,720 

46 

2 

52 

2 

1957 

23,880 

45 

2 

52 

2 

1958 

23,970 

39 

2 

46 

3 

1959 

24,170 

37 

3 

38 

3 

1960 

24,290 

31 

2 

34 

2 

1961 

24,980 

30 

3 

32 

3 

1962 

25,020 

27 

4 

31 

5 

1963 

25,050 

23 

1 

26 

1 

1964 

25,110 

13 

1 

16 

1 

1965 

25,070 

18 

3 

20 

3 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES—CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1985 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:  Age  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment. 
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Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping-  Cough  ... 

Tuberculosis  Pul. 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pul. 

Total  ... 

